
2024 South Oxford Softball League ALL SERIES /ALL TEAMS RULES

All Series:

Umpires must call balls and strikes from behind home plate.

***please submit all rules to your Umpire’s Association***

Ground rules must include the following:

1. The start of a game is at the time of the first pitch.

2. Foul language will not be tolerated, teams to be warned at ground rules.

Games played in the last week of schedule must be phoned in within 24 hrs. of completion of game.

All problems or protests arising must be reported to the convenor who will contact the league secretary. Calls from any 
others will not be accepted.

Protests must be accompanied by a $50 fee. Teams shall follow protest rules as per the O.R.S.A. constitution book 
and/or instructions given by the league secretary.

Failure to fulfill obligations to league and/or opposing teams in league and playoffs will result in the forfeiture of the 
village bond and entry fee.

Winning or tying teams must report all game scores to their local convenor who will then report them to the statistician 
no later than Sunday of each week. Failure to report scores on time by the winning teams will result in the loss of the 
win.

Stat sheets will be on the web page and will be updated weekly.

N.B.  Any player or coach ejected from a game will be reported to the league secretary and be dealt with as they see fit. 
It is the responsibility of the village convenor or the official of the game to notify the executive. This may also be 
reported by the coach.

All illegal players will be dealt with by the league. The coach using the illegal players will be suspended along with the 
players for the remainder of the season.

**teams are to use the free substitution rule where every player must bat in order and may re-enter as many times as 
the coach wished but this rule applies to defensive play only.**

Any player that is ill or injured will not be an out in the batting order, they will be taken out of the game and they can 
not return.

Teams will be allowed to play with 8 players . However the ninth spot in the line-up will be an automatic out. If the 
ninth player or more show up he/she will be added to the bottom of the line –up. If a player is injured or ill and the 
team only had 9 players the game may continue with the injured/ill players position being an automatic out. If an 
ejection drops to 8 players then the game is forfeited.

This rule applies in league games ,playoffs, and tournaments Any player arriving late must have their name 
added to the bottom of the batting order.



All league games should not have an inning start after 1 ½ hrs of play “exception rookie and tyke”

In case of a tie the points shall be split up but in playoffs a tie shall be broken

In all 2 out of 3 playoff series the 3rd game of the series must have neutral umpires .They will be appointed 
by the league and the cost will be split between the two teams involved.

The plate umpire must be 1 year older than the age of the players from Squirt down unless they are fully 
carded.

All softball carded JD umpires are eligible to umpire tyke to squirt playoff tournament games,

All umpires used in S.O.S.L. regular season/playoff games and tournaments must be insured by Softball 
Ontario whether fully carded or JD /intermediate umpires.

Games can not be cancelled or postponed unless both coaches agree to reschedule the game. When a game is
rained out, cancelled or postponed, both coaches must reschedule the game within five days (5) of the 
scheduled game date. Should coaches be unable to agree (within the five days) on a new date for the game to 
be played, the leaque secretary shall set a date and diamond. Any team not attending a make-up game or 
failure to comply with any of the above will result in a forfeiture of the game points for that game. Games not 
played (except forfeits) will result in no points for either team. A forfeited game where the home team is not 
given notice in enough time to cancel umpires and diamond liners will result in the visiting team paying the 
total game costs to the home centre...i.e., 48 hours notice needed.

Rule: Player Eligibility 

Players can not play in the same age category in TWO different leagues unless special permission has been 
granted by the league executive.

OASA/PWSA pitchers can not pitch in the same category but may pitch in a higher division in the SOSL.

New

IF EJECTED, A PLAYER/COACH WILL SIT THE REMAINDER OF THE GAME AND ONE MORE GAME (THE NEXT 
GAME). THIS FOLLOWS SUIT WITH THE SOFTBALL ONTARIO DISIPLINARY RULE.




